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Sa‘ld b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Hassan b. Thabit said:
[al-]A sha of Qays came after the Prophet had made the hijra and he praised the
Prophet with the following ode:

Was it not pain that made your eyes shut at night, while you were sleepless like a
man bitten by a snake?

But that was not because you were in love with women, for you had forgotten
the friendship of Mahdad.®®

Rather, | see fate coming like a traitor who corrupts whatever my hands set straight.
Youth and old age, poverty and wealth! My God, how fickle is fate!

| spent my life gathering possessions as a child, youth and man; both when my
hair turned white and as a beardless boy.

I grew tired the swift she-camels that raced from Najir (in the Hadramawt) to
Sarkhad (in ‘Iraq).

Don’t ask after me. How many a questioner tries to find out about al-A‘sha by
praising him.

O you who wish to know where my camel is headed, know that it has an
appointment among the people of Yathrib.

She has two guardians, the North Star that does not set, and the calf-star, when
she travels by night.

In the heat of the day, she is like the chameleon whose neck is fixed facing the
sun, yet she remains light of foot.

She moved her two hind legs striving for speed. She draws out her fore legs with
flexibility, without stiffness.
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You will hear no complaint from me of exhaustion, and you will not rest until
you reach Muhammad.

Whenever you set down your camel at the door of the sons of Hashim, you find
relief, and meeting the generosity from their numerous excellencies.

There is a Prophet who sees that which you do not. His fame, by my life, spreads
throughout the lands high and low.

His giving of gifts never ceases. He is a generous man whose gift today does not
prevent another tomorrow.

Is it true that you did not hear the admonitions of Muhammad the Prophet of God
when he appointed the people and they bore witness to his prophethood?

Should you pass away without piety’s provision, you will meet after your death
one who had stored up good works.

And you will regret that you were not like him, and that you did not prepare the
way that he had prepared.

So stay away from the corpses, and do not go near them. Don’t take an iron
arrow shaft and spill animal blood to drink it.

Do not set up idols, and do not revere seeking a benefit. Worship God who is
your Lord.

Do not ridicule a poor man who has tasted misfortune. Do not imagine that a
man lives forever.

Pray in the evenings and in the mornings. Do not praise Satan, but God.

Do not approach your neighbor for she is not licit for you. Either marry her or
keep far away.

He reported:

al-A‘sha approached Mecca, and he said, where is this young man from the sons
of Hashim who accompanies the wind?C®

They said, “What do you want with him, Abt Basir?”

He said, “l want to praise him, gain the benefit of his truth and enter into his
religion.”

The people said, “By God, if the curses of Hassan [b. Thabit] and al-A‘sha are
united with one another our reputations will be completely destroyed!”

Abi Jahl said, “I will deal with this guy.”

So he went to him and said, “O Abt Basir-this man declares adultery and wine-

ol e slast 1B Ll asLall 5as (36)
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drinking unlawful-and you can’t do without these two things.

Do you wish us to give you some reward, so that your trip was not in vain, and
that you return this year, that you might see what happens and act accordingly?
His [Abt Jahl’s] aim in [saying] that was for him to return where he might die
[before the year was over], because he was elderly.

He said, “Yes.” So he was generous gave him several youthful she-camels and
he rode on back on them. When he reached the region of the valley of Manfiha
[the poet’s home] his mount tread on him. He was broken and died. God then
revealed concerning Aba Jahl [Q 25: 55] “The disbeliever is ever a helper
against his Lord.”
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(37) Thorbecke, “al-A‘$a’s Lobgedicht auf Muhammad,” 242.

(38) Maymin b. Qays al-A‘'sha, Gedichte von Abii Basir Maimiin ibn Qais al-’A ‘$a, nebst
Sammlungen von Stiicken anderer Dichter des gleichen Beinamens, ed. Rudolf Geyer
(London: Luzac & Co., 1928), xvii.
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‘Tsa b. Hisham has related [the following] to us:
He said:

It occurred to me to travel through the lands of Ahwaz, with noble
companions, brothers, and friends until we alighted in Dawnag,®? a wide area
and comforting and successful at meeting desires, in need of satisfying desire.
When, all of a sudden, a man appeared before us, his tent having been staked, his
carpet having been unfurled, and his bundle unloosed. In front of him were
papers filled with charts, and to the side of them were clay pots brimming with
medicinal pastes.®® The man was seated on a chair made of palm branches and
attendants and slaves arrayed before him.

And he was saying, “Oh you people of Ahwaz! I am the skillful man who
always hits the mark, the noble practitioner of the medicinal art, the wondrous
hospital man! For he who looks at me sees the Aristotle of the Age and the Plato.
I am the interpreter of forms, the illnesses of men and women, children and
babes. In what | treat, my aim is true, | do not err. | have solved Euclid and the
Almagest. And | have delved into temperaments and mixed humors,®¥ and have

10585 5050 @ iy Vs oI G LAGINIIS (3D)
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Efraim Lev and Zohar Amar, Practical Materia Medica of the Medieval Eastern
Mediterranean According to the Cairo Genizah, ed. Dominik Wujastyk, Paul U. Unschuld,
and Charles Burnett (Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2008), 563-64.
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recognized internal illnesses through the art of deduction. | see them in the same
way as did the doctor, Hippocrates. I plumb anxiety’s depth and remove it from
the one who is anxious. | extract the vexing sorrow from the home [?] of the
aggrieved one, and | uproot both the heat and the chills®® from the one whose
temperature runs high. My art is to deduce the quantity of the migraine and the
headache®® and the cure of the root of the persistent maladies and pains. And |
explore them thoroughly with these medicinal powders®” and types, these pastes
and other instruments. Aristotle the philosopher said, ‘There is no disfiguring
iliness for which a plant does not exist [as a cure].” Galen said, ‘No known
disease exists for which there is not a flowering plant [to cure it].” Our revered
one, ‘Alt b. Ab1 Talib said, ‘There is no strangling illness, without some
corresponding plant [that will relieve it].” So behold - Oh you magnanimous men
- these excellent skills that I have wrested from the lofty heights and towering
peaks, the highlands and the low, the barren lands and the settled. | amassed
them through great effort!”

Then he took a plate that was engraved as if it were silk brocade, and
a spoon made from silver and ivory, and he turned to the first sheet of paper,

and said, “Oh good men: Khurasanian Wormwood,®® Kirmani cumin,®
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pellitory“®® from Zaryan®? mixed into a paste with vinegar dried in the
shade. It is effective in purgatives for colic®? and internal obstructions,“?
and in corrupt temperaments and in the moist solids. It covers the liver
and spleen, and softens the limbs and joints.” Then he proceeded to another sheet
and said, “This one is even more excellent and beneficial: Indian myrobolan,“?
Rawandi pill,*® Jerusalem aniseed,“® Burjumini [?]“” fennel“®, Lentisk®®
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from al-Ani,®°

) Frankincense from Oman,®? Golden Pyrite,® Pellitory from

North Africa,®® Lapis lazuli® and azrizd® crushed and sifted through a silk
cloth, made into a paste with rose water, and dried in the sun. It is effective in the
treatment of urine and its flow,®® mixing the blood and in painful urination,®”

Lev and Amar, Practical Materia Medica, 166—68.
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apparent and concealed hemorrhoids,®® an ulcer that occurs in the intestines, and
a hidden blockage in the bowels, and the build up of fluids in the limbs. It treats
pulsations in the nerves and palpitations of the heart, it is effective against
throbbing in the temples, and against headache, as well as overwhelming
nausea® and persistent fever.”

Then he proceeded to another sheet and said, “This one is
even more excellent and beneficial: Byzantine (rimi) agaric,®”
Chinese Rhubarb,®Y Cretan® dodder of thyme,®® Meccan Cassia,®
Arabian Aloe wood,® Lemon Grass from the Shrine [of Mecca],®®
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Sedge® from Qufs,®® black dates,®® the leaves of Aloe tree,"® immortelle™ from
Nabk, pills made from Sukk,"® purging Cassia," root of sedge™ and liquorices.®
It works to increase sexual potency and to lift the uvula,"” [and is effective against]
pains of the spleen and throbbing in the temples. And for the man whose saliva runs
onto his pillow, and complains of a pain in his stomach, scratching in the corner of his
eye, and urine dribbling from his bladder; for the one who eats food and then hurls it
up, and the one who drinks wine and it wears him down; for the one whose illnesses
have increased, whose pains have lasted, and who hates his food. This is for those of
foul temperaments among those who are ill and those who suffer from abscesses.”"®
Then he proceeded to another sheet. He said, “This one is more excellent and
effective. This is the treasure of compound medicines! [Bile] from a partridge!"®
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of Naristan® and herb of Arrajan,®” pounded and strained, and with it, a habb

al-iyaraj® root of polypody,®® seed of myrobalan,®¥ roasted locust,®® and
with it Nigella seeds,®® and Moroccan [North African] Sumac,®” silver
cadmium,® BasrT Cannabis seeds,® mixed with the leaves of the anemone,®”
and the seeds of the lemon balm plant.®” This medicine is good for one whose
eyes have been veiled by the vapors of his stomach, and the pangs of hunger
have torn his sides, and for the one whose heart is afflicted with a growth, and
whose dreams are cut short in his bed, and this is a result of spoiled foods, and
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melancholic vapors. Its effect in diseases and tumors®? is like the effect of soap
on cotton and linen.”

Then he said, “No one should look into these clay pots and the multi-purpose
medicines and sublime medicaments, save a man who has been tested by the
treatment of grave illnesses and serious maladies. Where are ‘my friends,’ the
suppurating hemorrhoids, the scars of scrofula sores,®® the concealed dental
rots® and spheroidal malignancies?”

Then he fell silent.

He said to his boy, “Now it is your turn.”

The boy stood up and said, “Oh you men of noble intentions and sublime
excellencies of character, why are you looking at one another concerning these
multi-purpose medicaments and beneficial pastes? If they are too fancy for you,
we will simplify them! And if they are too expensive, then we will make them
cheaper! Indicate the way to us - may God have mercy upon you - to the crazed
man who suffers many epileptic fits® or one who has become delusional and
confounds his speech.®® And show the way to those suffering from consumptive
illnesses of the lungs®” - may God have mercy upon you! - And show the way -
may God have mercy upon you - to those suffering from inflammations of the
head and paroxysms.®® Indeed, may God have mercy on the man who brings his

(0650) sl ol O izl i) (3 S0 % 55 LB i a0 501 s a5l (92)

OS] €48 24 (s loel] LS 31 0 il ¢ 3Lsdl o s et Jaad) 5Ll (93)
1940 :4 (L)

i o1 4408 1 sl s o551 4215 Ol 31l e o 5, 2emdl JSTSY1 (94)
108013 Ll 40

=y ‘L?GJ\;g\Ju\I\jkijtajJ\jﬁraJ\Oﬁ}:‘,;U:»;)'\)\a\Jjwo.csb,z.Jlﬂ:Sgw (95)
Michael W. Dols, Majniin: The Madman in Medieval Islamic Society, ed. Diana E. Immisch
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foot to us and confers upon us his generosity - curses upon Iblis! - and then takes
what benefits him from these sheets of paper. He will not go from activity to
lassitude. Rather, he will descend from anxiety into a state of happiness. For the
power in this matter belongs to Him, and the trust in the uprooting of his illness
should be in Him.”

‘Tsa b. Hisham said, “His words had confounded us, and his descriptions had
amazed us. Thus the knots of purse-strings unloosed coins, and precious metal
was extracted by what was on that plate. Eyes regarded him, and tattered rags
were opened for him. And | began to take him into my vision and turn his image
over in my heart and mind. So when the number of those standing and sitting
near him had grown few, and the night visitors and emissaries had departed,
speech with him became a possibility and a space for me finally appeared.

Then, I approached him saying ‘hello,” and asked, ‘How were you guided to
this trick?,”

He then recited, saying:

This which you see is how I earn my living,

from it is my nourishment and from its benefit comes my attire
One day | spread out my medicinal powders,

and another | ply the trade of a hashish seller

My stupidity is for feeding of my offspring,

were | sane, they would remain with nothing
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A.F.L. Beeston, “The Genesis of the Magamat Genre,” Journal of Arabic Literature 2 (1971):
1-12; Julia Ashtiany [Bray], “Al-Tanakh1’s al-Faraj ba ‘d al-shidda as a Literary Source,” in
Arabicus Felix: Luminosus Britannicus: Essays in Honour of A.F.L. Beeston on His Eightieth
Birthday, ed. Alan Jones (Reading, UK: Ithaca Press, 1991), 108—-28; Maurice A. Pomerantz,
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and Its Literary Context,” in The Heritage of Arabo-Islamic Learning: Studies Presented to
Wadad Kadi, ed. Maurice A. Pomerantz and Aram A. Shahin (Leiden and Boston: Brill,
2015), 461-82.
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‘Isa ibn Hisham told us:
When from the city of Mosul we came * we hoped that our travel had found its
aim * the caravan we drove had been robbed bare * its mounts and bags were no
longer there *
I dragged life’s last breath to a town nearby * where the Alexandrian Abt 1-Fath
was standing nigh *
I said, “Is there a trick for us?” *
He said, “God will sufficel” *
So to a house we went, its owner, dead and gone * where a troop of mourners
wailed on and on * they were men whose hearts were seared by embers of pain *
in grief their shirts were rent in twain * the women beat their breasts and let
down their curls * they slapped their faces and tugged at their pearls *
The Alexandrian said to me, “In this black, lies heaven’s gift, in this flock,
there’s a tender lamb.” * He entered the house and spied the dead * the water had
been boiled, and they bound his head * a casket was prepped, a shroud had been
sewn *and a grave had been dug for him alone *
When the Alexandrian had taken in it all * he put a hand on the man’s throat,
took his pulse, and began to call *
“O people, fear God! * you must not place this body under the sod * he’s alive I
declare he’s just had a fit * he’s unable to talk, believe me, that’s it * in two
days’ time, I’ll return him back to you, his eyes wide open, like new.” *
They answered, “How do you know this, truth be told?” * He said, “When a
man’s dead, his ass grows cold * I felt down there and it’s still warm as can be *
it’s certain he’s alive, like you and like me” *
Then each one put a finger up the man’s round behind * They said “He’s right!”
and were all of one mind * He went up to the man, his shroud he unwound * and
upon his head, a large turban he bound * over the body’s midriff, a string of
amulets were thrown * oil was placed in his mouth, then everyone left him alone *
Alex said, “Leave him be! Don’t interfere! * Be it a moan, a sigh, or a cough that
you hear” *
News spread round the town that the dead had been raised * we received gifts
from all quarters and were mightily praised * The neighbors all showered us with
silver pieces and gold * Cheese and dates filled our packs, as much as they could
hold *
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All the while we were hoping to hit the road in flight * but the hour of our false
promise was soon in near sight *

He said “Have you all heard a whisper from this guy? * Did you see a twitch of
his limb? Or a blink of his eye?* Inform me at once so that | can use my medical
skills. * I’1l fix what’s corrupt in his body, if God wills.” *

The group then said, “No, we’ve not heard a peep.” *

The Alexandrian replied, “Till tomorrow this can keep!” *

They said at once, “We’ll see in a day’s time no more” *

He said, “You have heard my word, the very oath | swore.” *

When the mouth of dawn smiled, and light’s wing had grown long, * one-by-one
men came forth, throngs of women followed along. *

They said, “We wish you would cure him, and end all the talk.” *

He said, “Come along with us now, to the bed, let’s walk.” *

Then one-by-one the Alexandrian, the amulets he withdrew. * He unwound the
turban, so that the man’s head was in view. *

Then he ordered all “Lay him out on the bed!” * And the body of the man was
outspread * Then he commanded them all, saying, “Stand him upright!” * And
he stood! Then toppled headwards, a pitiful sight. * The Alexandrian hummed
and said to those hoping for a cure *

“The man is dead, there’ll be no revival here, that’s sure!” *

Slippers and slaps rained on him from everyone in town * No sooner was one hand
was lifted, than another came down * Finally though, by God, they remembered to
bury their dead relative * And we stole away like men determined to live *

We kept fleeing until we came to a village near a flood plain * at the edge of a
river swollen by rain. * All the residents of the place, stayed awake in their beds
* thoughts of deluge and doom did float in their heads. *

The Alexandrian said to the villagers joined in fright *

“I will save you and your town from the waters’ awful plight *

The sole condition | seek is that only me you obey *

And that you do everything | command, and all that | say” *

So they said in one voice, “Oh sir what is your wish and desire? * We will do
anything to save ourselves from a fate so dire” *

He said, “Place a gold heifer, in the flood’s path to slaughter! * And marry me to
a virgin slave girl, a lovely young daughter * Then all should prostrate twice
behind me when we pray *
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If then the flood does not abate, my body is yours to slay” *
So the townspeople found a golden heifer and virgin girl * They slaughtered the
cow, and he bored the fine pearl * The Alexandrian then went to the mosque in
order to pray * He raised his voice aloud, urging men’s minds not to stray *
He said, “Oh you people! Protect yourselves, and do not stumble! * Do not slip
in your bowing, lapse in your prostrations, or mumble! * For when we make a
mindless slip in our duties to the Most High, our pious works become useless,
our daily affairs go awry *
Be patient, dear sirs, between prostration numbers one and two * Though the
distance between them is long, there is benefit for you” *
The Alexandrian was bent over so long, they believed he had dozed * But no one
dared raise his head, for fear of being exposed. *
He then said, “Allah is Great!” which bid them to sit. *
He started bow number two, and they all did it * When all heads were low, he
gave me the secret sign * We left them bowed in prostration, as had been his
design *
Of those people of the valley, and the flood, we haven’t a clue * We don’t know
what Fate has done to them, or is going to do *

The Alexandrian, Abu 1-Fath, then recited a poem:

Let God not go far from me! For who is like me, who?

I’m quite unique, you see, there is no number two.

The fortress of men was for me the simplest prize.

From them | received charity, offering in return only lies.
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‘Isa b. Hisham said:
When | was appointed judge in al-Sham * there came before me two wives and
one man. * The first wife came asking for the bridal gift that now was her due,
the other sued for a divorce and a stipend, too. *
So I said to him, “Good sir, what do you say * to the woman from you seeking
her bridal gift today?” *
He said, “May God save the judge! Why the gift? What’s the reason? * I hail
from Alexandria. I’m a stranger in this region. * This woman never fastened the
peg of my tent to the ground! * Nor through her was ever my heart’s desire
found. * Not once did she make my wasteland bloom, * nor did she fill my sack
with foods to consume!” *
I then turned to him and said, * “But you took her to bed?” *
“Yes,” he replied, “But her breath was rank. * Her chest was as flat as a wooden
plank. * Her womb would surely prove barren! * Countless are the ways she
erred in. * The water from her mouth afforded no delight * and the path to her
pleasure was no longer tight.” *
So | turned to her and asked “Do you have a retort?” *
She said, “May God offer you, O judge, His support! * This man’s falser than his
hopes and needs * and viler than his deeds. * He’s more blameworthy than his
tricks and deceits, * and more ill-omened than his base conceits. * In short, I’d say

JeVI313S (35D (53)
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he’s a worse friend than his own butt cheeks! * And from his mouth for me there
was only stale water * and a rock was all his hands would offer. * Tinier than a
needle’s eye was his largess, * it weighed no more than a carat, maybe less. *
Before we were wed, my skin was a damascene brocade, * my face was a lamp,
eyes were ewes, and my breasts from ivory cups made. * My belly was as flat as
a race horse in full stride, * while my waist was cinched tight, though suitably
wide. * Down below | possessed a native heat, * that was difficult for even
skilled doctors to treat. * But how could a child from him be born, * when he
couldn’t do what he had sworn? * For though he struggled and strove, * his
stubborn ‘tent peg’ refused to move!” *

Then | said to the man, “Her speech contains a slight. *

She alleges you an impotent catamite.” *

He then turned to her, and related the saying, *

1133

the ass of the one milking the camel is more revealing’®¥ *

Didn’t I make your ‘ninety thirty’?®® * | raided your tent not one time but
twenty! * and made you abort your pregnancy?” *

She said, “Witness this, O gadi, all | said is honest and true” *

He turned to the women “You stinking wench! I’ve been cheated by you!” *
The second wife said, “May God support the honored gadi! *

I hope that he either holds my husband to account or allows me to be free!” *
Alexandrian said, “What monthly support do | owe, so | can pay an advance?” *
| said, “One hundred ought to shield her from the workings of chance.” *
Alexandrian said, “It seems you’ve measured my month against yours. *

My affairs are far humbler than what you suppose.” *

So | said, “T’ve decided I won’t lower her stipend one bit.” *

He said, “Well then either you’ll pay her stipend for two months more, *

Or I’ll divorce her as fast as you can drink a draught or beforel” *

The wife said, “Please gadi fear God and show us mercy and rule in our favor! *
I have young daughters whose life depends on this man’s labor!” *

So I ordered the wife’s stipend be paid. *
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In two months, they turned up seeking more aid. *
So | said, “If a gqadi were to judge now, he would surely rule for divorce. *
So be gone with you, and may God make you scarce.” *
Then Alexandrian said:
Many a judge over people, with iniquity *
imposed upon me the humiliation of poverty *
His smile revealed the giver’s chin of pride *
While he made me into the taker’s backside *
I answered, “the gadi does not hear what is hateful
It is better that | endure this, than | permit that.”®® *
After the two left, | ordered someone to track them in order to see,
He said, ““I asked him his name,” and he said, “I’m Abu 1-Fath al-Iskandari.”
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